
Friday,May14th,1999
DocketsManagementBranch(HFA-305)
FoodandDrug.4dministration
5630FishersLane,Room1061
Ro&ville,M~aryland20852

Re: Docket#98N-1038“Irradiationintheproduction,processingandhandlingoffood.”

To whomit mayconcern;

Regardingth~issueoffood irradiation,we feel so verystronglytheneedto voice
cmnmentat thistime. As spousesandparents,andwitheachofth~variousother‘hats’thatwe
wear eachday,we objectinthemostvigorousmannerto thepossibilitythatyouroffke may
decideto abandonthe labelingof fooditemsthathavebeenexposedto radiation.

ManyAmericanshaverejectedtheingestionof irradiatd foods. This is an issueof
controversy,as I amsureyouare aware, For thesakeof thosethatare concerned,m well as
thosethatarenot,I mustaskthatyour~qnireail irradiatedfoodsto showprominentlabeling
withtheuse of theterms“irradiation”or “irradiated,”coupledwiththeuseoftheradura~qm]bol.

Inregardstoproposedalternativeterms,suchas “coldpwteurization”and“electronic
pasteurization”,letmebc blunt-- theseare intentionallymisleading,designedto reduce
consumerawarenessandalarm Sh,ameonanyofyouwhowouldintentionallymisleadyour
fellowAmericans.Suchpracticesshouldnotbe employedintheadministrationofthegreatest
countryontheearth. It amountsto deceit,andshouldbe consideredunworthyin ournation.

Additionally,the.absenceof statementsassertingthefwts thatirradiationdestroys
vitaminsandcauwsotherchangesin sensmyandspoilagequalities,fits whichwouldnotbe
obviousor expectedby thetheconsumingpublic,is alsomisleadingto theconsumer.Surely
truthin labelingis the leastthatAmericansshouldbe ableto expectof ourFDA.

Canyoupleaseactresponsiblyandethicallyas youmakethesepolicydecisions,andplace
theneedsof theconsumer-hi~xx thatthatofbusiness(andtechnology?

MostSincerely,

cc: W. Clinton,President
A. Gore,VicePresident
ThomasEwing,U.S.Repr.
DickI)urbin,U.S.Senator
PeterFitzgmdd,U.S.Senator

qj=+i.i (2’_LW
Mr. andMrs.Brian0’RourkeandFamily
R.R.#1 BOX 118
Arrowsmith,I]linois61761
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